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This course guide has been prepared months in advance of the 2003-2004 academic year and information 
contained herein is subject to change. Students are advised not to purchase any texts without the approval 
of the professor concerned. 


Due to the renumbering of courses in the Department, students should consult the list of equivalent 
undergraduate courses in the back of the 2003-2004 undergraduate calendar. 


FACULTY 


A list of the full-time faculty follows below. All possess degrees from universities and/or 
schools of advanced studies that represent the best academic centres for the study of 
religion in North America and India. All have published books that have made a 
contribution to their particular fields of study. All have published in learned journals and 
have given papers at learned societies. They have also won a reputation among their 
students for being good teachers, concerned about the quality of instruction at Concordia 
University, as well as for being "available" and committed to the development of a more 
meaningful student life. 


Full-Time Faculty: 
Chair 


Norma Joseph, Ph.D. (Concordia) 


Professors 


Frederick Bird, Ph.D. (Graduate Theological Union) 

Michel Despland, Th.D. (Harvard) 

Jack Lightstone, Ph.D. (Brown) 

Ira Robinson, Ph.D. (Harvard) 

T.S. Rukmani, D.Litt., Ph.D. (Delhi University) ~ Chair in Hindu Studies 


Associate Professors 
Lynda Clarke, Ph.D. (McGill) 


Michael Oppenheim, Ph.D. (University of California) _ 
Leslie Orr, Ph.D. (McGill) 


Assistant Professors 


Norman Ravvin, Ph.D. (Univ. of Toronto) — Chair in Quebec & Canadian Jewish Studies 
Philip Harland, Ph.D. (University of Toronto) 


INTRODUCTION TO THE DEPARTMENT 


General Objectives: 
The Department of Religion is dedicated to the academic study of religions and other 


social and cultural phenomena in so far as they have been influenced or affected by 
religions. We are interested in the comparative study of many religions. Although we do 
study how many religious traditions articulate and defend their own self-understandings, 
we treat these theologies and buddhologies academically and comparatively. 


Nature of Religious Studies: 

The academic study of religion is a multi-disciplinary enterprise. It involves the historical 
examination of religious movements, the literary analyses of their literatures, 
philosophical reflections on beliefs and teachings, the social scientific investigations of 
their rituals, practices, texts, and institutions, the psychological study of their participants 
and ethical inquiries regarding both their moral writings and social roles. 


Correspondingly, the faculty in the department have been trained in a number of academic 
disciplines including history, sociology, anthropology, literary studies, philosophy, 
psychology and theology as well as in the study of particular religious traditions. 


KNOWLEDGE OF TWO MAJOR RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS 


The Department believes that every Major or Honours student in Religion or in Judaic 
Studies should possess, at time of graduation, a knowledge of at least two major religious 
traditions. For example, the student who is pursuing a Major in Judaic Studies will take 
some courses in a religious tradition other than Judaism. This basic principle reinforces 
the emphasis upon the centrality of the discipline of the History of Religions. A particular 
religious tradition can best be understood in the context of the general religious history of 
humankind. 


DEPARTMENTAL PROGRAMMES 


The Department of Religion offers at the undergraduate level: minors, majors and honours 
programmes in Religion and in Judaic Studies. The degree requirements for all of these 
programmes can be found below. We also offer several graduate programmes: an M.A. 
in the History and Philosophy of Religion, an M.A. in Judaic Studies, and a Ph.D. in 
Religion. For further information on our graduate programmes, please contact the 
graduate programme assistant at 848-2077. 


Women and Religion: 

As part of the Department of Religion's undergraduate curriculum, a concentration in 
Women and Religion is offered. A variety of special courses are included in the regular 
program for the BA major in Religion. Religion majors can focus on this area for either 
the primary or secondary concentration requirements. 


The study of women and religion is a growing field in which the Department of Religion 
of Concordia University has long been a leader. This structured concentration solidifies 
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our commitment to this field and enables us to prepare students in a systematic and 
consistent fashion. The concentration furthers the work of the department in that it will 
allow students to pursue course work from a comparative, cross-cultural and multi- 
tradition perspective. The study of the role of women in the history and practice of 
religion introduces our students to an exciting and vital area of study. 


Degree Requirements: 


60 B.A. Honours in Religion: 

12 Ina language related to thesis; or in a related discipline such as: Anthropology 
English Literature, History, Philosophy, Sociology, Theological Studies, Women's 
Studies. 

6 RELI 211° or 214° and 215° 

21 From area of primary concentration (see areas of concentration below) 

From area of secondary concentration (see areas of concentration below) 

6 RELI elective credits at 300 or 400 level 

3. RELI 409° 

6 RELI 410° 


an 


B.A. Major in Religion 
RELI 211° or 214° and 2157 
From area of primary concentration (see areas of concentration below) 
From area of secondary concentration (see areas of concentration below) 
RELI elective credits at 300 or 400 level 
RELI 409? 


tw 
Ww 
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30 Minor in Religion 
6 RELI 211° or 214? and 215° 
24 RELI elective credits (chosen in consultation with Departmental advisor) 


B.A. Major in Judaic Studies 
In Hebrew Language: HEBR 210°, HEBR 250°, RELI 4013, 402? 
RELI 211° or 214° and 215° 
RELI 2203 
Chosen from RELI 301°, 326°, 327’, 328° 
Chosen from RELI 329°, 334°, 335° 336°, 381°, 391°, 392°, 3957, 407° 
Chosen from RELI 223? , 224 3,302?, 320°, 3217, 322°, 319°, 340°, 3417, 342? 
RELI 409? 


Wanounaphs 


Areas of Concentration: 
A - Asian Religions (21 credits) - chosen from any of the following: 
RELI 224? Introduction to Islam, 
RELI 225° Introduction to Hinduism 
RELI 226° Introduction to Buddhism 
RELI 316° Medieval Islam 
RELI 318? Shiite Islam 
RELI 319° Modern Islam 
RELI 340° Veda & Upanishads: Fountainhead of Hindu Thought 
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B- 
3 
12 


6 
C- 
3 
3 
6 
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RELI 341° Hindu Sadhana: From Yajna to Yoga 

RELI 342? The Golden Age of Bhakti 

RELI 343? From Rammohun Roy to Gandhi: The Hindu Renaissance 
RELI 347? Religion and the Arts in South & Southeast Asia 

RELI 348? Religion and Society in South & Southeast Asia 

RELI 349° Religions of China and Japan 

RELI 350° Theravada Buddhism 


RELI 351° From Satyagraha to Svadhyaya: Hinduism in Dialogue with the Modern 
World 


RELI 364? Mahayana Buddhism 

RELI 383? Women and Religion: Islam 
RELI 384? Women and Religion: Hinduism 
RELI 385? Women and Religion: Buddhism 


Christianity (21 credits) 
RELI 223? Introduction to Christianity 
Chosen from RELI 301? Biblical Studies I: The Hebrew Bible, 
RELI 302? Biblical Studies II: Christian Origins, RELI 320° Catacombs, Crusades 
and Convents: History of Christianity I, RELI 321? Mystics, Heretics and 
Reformers: History of Christianity If, RELI 322? From Toleration to Political and 
Social Activism: History of Christianity III 
Christian Studies elective credits at the 300 or 400 level 


Judaism (21 credits) 
RELI 220? Introduction to Judaism 
RELI 302 Biblical Studies I: The Hebrew Bible 
Chosen from: RELI 326? Ancient Judaism 
RELI 327? Medieval Jewish Thought & Institutions 
RELI 328? Modern Judaism 
Judaic Studies elective credits at the 300 or 400 level 


D - Women and Religion (21 credits) 


3 
6 
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RELI 233? Introduction to Women and Religion 

Chosen from: RELI 3813 Women and Religion: Judaism 

RELI 382? Women and Religion: Christianity 

RELI 383? Women and Religion: Islam 

RELI 3847 Women and Religion: Hinduism 

RELI 385? Women and Religion: Buddhism 

RELI 391? Women and Jewish History: Ancient & Medieval 

RELI 392? Women and Jewish History: Modern 

Chosen from: RELI 372? The Human Body in Religious Faith and Practice 
RELI 380° Sexuality in the History of Religion 

RELI 387°? Goddesses and Religious Images of Women 

RELI 388° Religious Women: Leaders, Models and Rebels 

RELI 389? Women’s Ritual: Expressions and Expertise 

RELI 405? Approaches to the Study of Women & Religion:Adv. Seminar 
RELI 406° Feminist Hermeneutics & Scripture 


3 Women and Religion elective credits at the 300 or 400 level 
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Southern Asia Studies: 


The Department of Religion participates with History, Political Science and several other 
departments in the Southern Asia Studies Programme which offers a major and a minor as 
follows: 


MAJOR (42 credits): 

6 credits History 261 and Religion 215 

3 credits History 364, 365, 393 or 461 

6 credits Political Science 336, 424, 482 : 

9 credits Religion 224, 225, 226, 318, 340, 341, 342, 343, 347, 348, 350, 351, 
384 

18 credits Chosen from any relevant courses in the core disciplines (not already 
counted towards the above requirements) or courses dealing with Southern Asia 
in the Departments of Economics, Education, English, Geography, 
Sociology/Anthropology or Faculties of Fine Arts and The John Molson School 
of Business. 


MINOR (30 credits): 
6 credits History 261 and Religion 215° 


6 credits History 364, 365, 393 or 461 

Political Science 336, 424, 482 

Economics 311, 319 

9 credits any from Religion 224, 225, 226, 318, 340, 341, 342, 343, 347, 348, 
350, 351, 384; or FMST 335 

9 elective credits from any courses dealing primarily with Southern Asia, and 
Special Topics courses in any discipline with a Southern Asia theme or focus. 
Other courses may be substituted for many of the above with the Programme 
Advisor's permission. 


Please see the Undergraduate Calendar for further details on the Southern Asia 
Studies Programme. 


For more information call: 
Dr. Lynda Clarke, Department of Religion at 848-2073 


Dr. John Hill, Department of History at 848-2435 
Dr. Leslie Orr, Department of Religion at 848-2078 


SERVICES AVAILABLE TO STUDENTS 


Student Advising 
Students who have questions concerning their programme of study or need assistance 
relating to academic difficulties can contact the Department either by phone (848-2065) 


undergraduate advisor. 


Undergraduate Listserve 

Religion students and students taking one or more Religion courses have the option of 
being added to the Religion Undergraduate Listserve. This listserve helps to keep 
students informed of upcoming events, guest speakers and academic deadlines. 


Department WebPage 

Visit the Department’s webpage and find information on the various courses offered, 
course outlines, faculty research interests, guest lectures and conferences, information 
on our graduate programmes plus much more. 
(http://artsci-ccwin.concordia.ca/religion/reli.html) 


THE BOYD SINYARD AWARD 


Each year the Boyd Sinyard award is given to the outstanding graduating student in 
Religion. The award is named after the first chairman of the Department of Religion at 
Sir George Williams University. 


CONCORDIA RELIGION STUDENTS' ASSOCIATION (CRSA) 


If you are studying within the Department of Religion (i.e. if you are an Honours, Major, 
Minor or just taking a course offered by the department), you are a member of CRSA. 
CRSA is a student administered organization dedicated to fostering community and 
expanding the educational experience of all Religion students. Each year the executive 
branch of CRSA (five students elected to plan and administer CRSA affairs) offers 
Religion students the chance to meet each other and faculty at various social gatherings, as 
well as the opportunity to enliven their education by attending CRSA sponsored lectures 
given by learned academics and religious thinkers from all parts of the world. CRSA 
members are urged to take advantage of the student lounge located in the basement of 
annex R (2050 Mackay). This is a place where students can study, hang out or use the free 
phone. If you would like more information about CRSA, leave a message in our mailbox 
at the Department of Religion. 


COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 


SUMMER 2003 
May-June 
RELI 373/1 — A (3 credits) T.J. 0930-1200 
INTRODUCTION TO MYSTICISM 
Instructor: Dilys Patterson 


This course examines the concepts of mysticism articulated by contemporary scholarship. 
It then looks at mystical texts and experiences from a variety of religious traditions both 
comparatively and with respect to their position within the dynamic of their own 
traditions. 


RELI 378/1 — A (3 credits) M.W. 1800-2030 
DEATH AND DYING 
Instructor: Savithri de Tourreil 


This course provides a comparative perspective on the variety of conceptions and practices 
related to death and dying that are found in different world religions. In addition, the 
course considers how people in contemporary North American society utilize traditional 
religious concepts and rituals, scientific understandings and medical procedures, or 
innovative combinations of ideas and practices with which to cope. 

NOTE: Students who have received credit for RELI 370 may not take this course for 
credit. 


RELI 3981/1 A (3 credits) M.W. 1300-1530 
SELECTED TOPICS IN RELIGION 

SPECIAL SUBJECT: RELIGION AND NATURE 

Instructor: Barbara Davy 


An investigation into the interrelations between religion and nature, with special attention 
to environmental issues. This course critically examines the way in which various world 
religions have helped develop, or have obstructed, appropriate human responses to the 
natural world, and looks at these traditions -- as well as at ecofeminism, nature religion, 
and contemporary paganism -- as potential resources for the resolution of the 
contemporary environmental challenges that we confront. 

NOTE: Students who have received credit for RELI 393D may not take this course for 
credit. 


July-August 

RELI 498F/1 CA (3 credits) T.J. 1800-2015 
ADVANCED TOPICS IN RELIGION 

SPECIAL SUBJECT: SURVEY OF ISLAMIC LITERATURE 

Instructor: Lynda Clarke 

Prerequisite: Permission of the Department 


Samples of ten selected scriptures and genres provide a basis for an overview of the many 
varieties of Islamic religious literature. Study of each genre and related types proceeds 
from close consideration of primary readings, with special attention to specific attributes 
of the text such as subject matter, form, and style, as well as issues such as text-formation 
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and function. Problems of translation/cultural transference are also treated; students with 
knowledge of Arabic and Persian are invited to read the original texts for the purpose of 
this discussion. The course provides an overview of Islamic bibliography - chiefly in 
Western languages and including systems of transliteration - useful to both specialists and 
non-specialists for the purposes of research and selecting readings for courses. 


FALL/WINTER 2003-2004 


RELI 211/3 - A (6 credits) M.W. 1615-1730 
UNDERSTANDING RELIGION 
Instructor: Dilys Patterson 


A systematic and topical introduction to the study of religion. The purpose of the course 
is to enable the student to articulate and investigate questions about the meaning and nature 
of religion. Problems discussed include the elements of religious experience, forms of 
religious expression and interpretation, religious communities and practices, and the 
questions raised by the contemporary interfaith dialogue. Materials are taken from a 
variety of religious traditions. 


RELI 214/2 - A (3 credits) T.J. 1015-1130 
(RELZ 214/2) 

RELIGIONS OF THE WEST 

Instructor: TBA 


This course surveys the history, doctrines, institutions, and practices of religions that 
arose in Western Asia, including Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. The course examines 
contemporary forms of religious life in those parts of the world where these traditions 
have spread, as well as indigenous religions. The course explores the religious activities 
and experiences of both women and men within these various traditions. 

NOTE: Students who have received credit for RELI 213 or RELZ 214 may not take this 
course for credit. 


RELI 214/4 - B (3 credits) M.W. 1315-1430 
(RELZ 214/4) 

RELIGIONS OF THE WEST 

Instructor: Dilys Patterson 


This course surveys the history, doctrines, institutions, and practices of religions that 
arose in Western Asia, including Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. The course examines 
contemporary forms of religious life in those parts of the world where these traditions 
have spread, as well as indigenous religions. The course explores the religious activities 
and experiences of both women and men within these various traditions. 

NOTE: Students who have received credit for RELI 213 or RELZ 214 may not take this 
course for credit. 
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RELI 215/2 - 01 (3 credits) M.W. 1015-1130 
(RELZ 215/2) 

RELIGIONS OF ASIA 

Instructor: TBA 


This course surveys the history, doctrines, institutions, and practices of religions that have 
arisen in and spread throughout Asia, including Hinduism, Buddhism, and the religions of 
China and Japan. The course explores the religious activities and experiences of both 
women and men within these traditions. 

NOTE: Students who have received credit for RELI 213 or RELZ 215 may not take this 
course for credit. 


RELI 215/4 - B (3 credits) M.W. 1015-1130 
(RELZ 215/4) 

RELIGIONS OF ASIA 

Instructor: TBA 


This course surveys the history, doctrines, institutions, and practices of religions that have 
arisen in and spread throughout Asia, including Hinduism, Buddhism, and the religions of 
China and Japan. The course explores the religious activities and experiences of both 
women and men within these traditions. 

NOTE: Students who have received credit for RELI 213 or RELZ 215 may not take this 
course for credit. 


RELI 216/2 - AA (3 credits) W. 1800-2015 
(RELZ 216/2) 

ENCOUNTERING WORLD RELIGIONS 

Instructor: TBA 


This course serves as an introduction to some of the religions of today’s world, and 
explores several contemporary contexts where people of diverse religious backgrounds 
come into contact with one another. 

NOTE: Students who have received credit for RELI 298C or RELZ 216 may not take this 
course for credit. 


RELI 216/4 ~ 01 (3 credits) M.W. 1615-1730 
(RELZ 216/4) 

ENCOUNTERING WORLD RELIGIONS 

Instructor: Donald Boisvert 


This course serves as an introduction to some of the religions of today’s world, and 
explores several contemporary contexts where people of diverse religious backgrounds 
come into contact with one another. 

NOTE: Students who have received credit for RELI 298C or RELZ.216 may not take this 
course for credit. 
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RELI 217/2 AA (3 credits) M. 1800-2015 
CULTS AND RELIGIOUS CONTROVERSY IN NORTH AMERICA 
Instructor: TBA 


This course takes a sociological and historical approach towards understanding new 
religious movements (NRMs), popularly known as “cults”. The course examines the 
reasons for their controversial status in society, and undertakes a survey of the beliefs, 
rituals, leadership, membership, recruitment strategies, and social organization of a 
number of specific NRMs. 

NOTE: Students who have received credit for this topic under a RELI 298 number may 
not take this course for credit. 


RELI 220/ 2- A (3 credits) M.W. 1445-1600 
INTRODUCTION TO JUDAISM 
Instructor: Ira Robinson 


This course examines the continuities and changes in Jewish society, institutions, 
concepts, and traditions from ancient times to the present. It also provides an introduction 
to Jewish practice and belief in its contemporary diversity, including a survey of the 
rituals, symbols, and ceremonies of Jews today. 

NOTE: Students who have received credit for RELI 222 may not take this course for 
credit. 


RELI 223/2 - AA (3 credits) T. 1800-2015 
INTRODUCTION TO CHRISTIANITY : 
Instructor: Dilys Patterson 


This course provides an introduction to key developments and enduring structures in the 
historical evolution of Christianity. It examines the variety of expressions of faith that are 
embodied by the Eastern churches (e.g. Greek and Russian Orthodox, Syrian) and the 
Western (e.g. Roman Catholic, Protestant), and traces the ways in which institutions, 
symbols, and rituals have in the past and continue today to carry forward the Christian 
tradition as a world religion in a variety of cultural contexts. 


RELI 224/2 -A (3 credits) T.J. 1615-1730 
INTRODUCTION TO ISLAM 
Instructor: TBA 


This course explores the religious tradition of Islam through the beliefs and practices of 
the vast number of Muslims scattered throughout the world - in the Middle East, 
Indonesia, India and Pakistan, North America, and other places. It examines the 
scriptures and common rituals or “pillars” of the religion, as well as expressions of life 
and culture in the past and present such as the law (shariah), the Islamic arts, and the 
mystical orders. The course also provides a historical framework of the classical period 
of Islam up to the Abbasid empire (eighth century). 

NOTE: Students who have taken RELI 313 may not take this course for credit. 
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RELI 225/2 - A (3 credits) M.W. 1445-1600 
INTRODUCTION TO HINDUISM 
Instructor: TBA 


This course introduces students to some of the essential concepts of Hinduism that have 
been of enduring significance for the tradition —- such as dharma (religious duty, as well as 
the spiritual/social order), moksa (the goal of liberation), and karma (action, understood 
in ethical as well as ritual terms). This course focuses on the ways in which these ideals 
have been embodied in particular scriptural, historical, and regional contexts by examining 
narrative literature, various practices of worship and asceticism, and contemporary 
interpretations. ; 

NOTE: Students who have received credit for this topic under a RELI 298 number may 
not take this course for credit. 


RELI 226/2 - A (3 credits) T.J.1615-1730 
INTRODUCTION TO BUDDHISM 
Instructor: TBA 


This course introduces students to the diversity of forms of Buddhism that have emerged 
in history and are practiced today. It examines those aspects that are shared in common 
by Buddhists all over the world, including reverence for the Buddha, support of the 
monastic order, and adherence to the Buddha’s teachings. The course explores the ways 
in which these ideals and beliefs are expressed through such Buddhist practices as 
worship, study, pilgrimage, and meditation. 

NOTE: Students who have received credit for RELI 350 or 364 may not take this course 
for credit. 


RELI 233/2 - A (3 credits) T.J. 1445-1600 
INTRODUCTION TO WOMEN AND RELIGION 
Instructor: TBA 


This introduction to the particular problems and issues in the study of women and religion 
uses case studies from various religious traditions. The course presents a survey of the 
different levels of participation, the complex ritual activities, and the intriguing divine 
imagery associated with women that are found in many religious traditions. Questions 
pertaining to the contemporary feminist discourse on such topics as witchcraft, 
matriarchy, and goddess religions are also explored. 


RELI 301/2 - A (3 credits) M.W.1015-1130 
BIBLICAL STUDIES I: THE HEBREW BIBLE 
Instructor: TBA 


An introduction to the methods and results of biblical scholarship with regard to the 
history, culture, and religion of ancient Israel. Particular attention is given to the major 
religious affirmations and theological concepts of the Hebrew Bible that have become 
central in the subsequent development of Judaism. 


13 


RELI 302/4 - A (3 credits) M.W. 1015-1130 
BIBLICAL STUDIES II: CHRISTIAN ORIGINS 
Instructor: Philip Harland 


A critical survey of Christian origins, this course focuses on New Testament literature and 
considers historical setting, history of text, religious and cultural significance. Attention 
is paid to extra-canonical literature and other relevant sources. 


RELI 310/2 - A (3 credits) T.J. 1145-1300 
(RELZ 310) 

SELF AND OTHER: EXPLORING VALUE CHOICES IN PERSONAL & 
INTERPERSONAL RELATIONS 

Instructor: Norman Ravvin 


This course considers ethical issues arising in the context of personal and interpersonal 
relations, families and friendships, and health and medical care. These issues are 
discussed in relation to traditional and contemporary moral perspectives, both religious 
and non-religious. Topics covered typically include discussions of conscience and career, 
privacy, sexual relations, harassment, substance abuse, abortion, euthanasia, and gay and 
lesbian relations. 

NOTE: Students who have received credit for RELI 331 or RELZ 310 may not take this 
course for credit. i 


RELI 312/4 - A (3 credits) T.J. 1145-1300 
(RELZ 312) 

JUSTICE AND SOCIAL CONFLICT IN A GLOBALIZED WORLD 

Instructor: Frederick Bird 


This course considers ethical issues arising in the context of social, legal, and political 
relations. These issues are discussed in relation to both traditional and contemporary 
moral perspectives, both religious and non-religious. Topics covered typically include 
discussions of social and economic inequality, welfare, poverty, just punishment, business 
ethics, public ethics, economic development, and sustainable development. 

NOTE: Students who have received credit for RELI 332 or RELZ 312 may not take this 
course for credit. 


RELI 316/4 - A (3 credits) T.J. 1015-1130 
THE GOLDEN AGE OF ISLAM 
Instructor: Lynda Clarke 


The course considers patterns of life and thought in the period of Islam widely known as 
the “Golden Age” - from the achievements of Abbasid civilization centred in Baghdad to 
the final glories of the Ottoman, Safavid, and Moghul empires in the eighteenth century 
before the twilight of Islamic political power. The Islamic kingdoms in Spain and the 
expansion of Islam eastward along silk and spice trade routes are also considered. Islamic 
legal, mystical, theological, and philosophical thought is studied, as well as the ideas of 
‘key religious figures. 
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RELI 318/4 - A (3 credits) M.W. 1145-1300 
SHITE ISLAM 
Instructor: TBA 


This course explores the history and ideas of Shiism, from the inception of the movement 
to the present. The various sects are introduced and treated, including the Twelvers, 
Ismailis, Zaydis, Druze, and Alawites. Basic Shiite doctrines such as crypto-religion 
(tagiyah), esoterism, messianism, quietism, and syncretism are considered in comparison 
with other religions. Study of the modern period treats subjects such as theocracy, 
political activism, and martyrdom. The course examines the centres of Shiite population: 
North India, Iran, Iraq and the Gulf, Lebanon, and North America. 


RELI 319/4 - A (3 credits) . T.J. 1615-1730 
MODERN ISLAM 
Instructor: TBA 


A study of Islamic religious and social thought in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. 
Islamic liberalism, traditionalism, and fundamentalism are compared and contrasted. 


RELI 322/2 - A (3 credits) T.J. 1015-1130 
FROM TOLERATION TO POLITICAL & SOCIAL ACTIVISM: HISTORY OF 
CHRISTIANITY III 

Instructor: Michel Despland 


The course starts with reviewing the situation created by the establishment of separate 
protestant and catholic “confessions” within the same State. It will then examine the rise 
of ideals of toleration. It will study the manner in which the churches coped with religious 
diversity in Europe and in their midst and how they took ona role of social responsibility. 
Attitudes toward women, education and children, poverty, missions and slavery are 
surveyed. The final section will look at the encounter with religions in other continents. 
NOTE: Students who have received credit for RELI 306 may not take this course for 
credit. 


RELI 323/2 - A (3 credits) M.W. 1145-1300 
HONOURING THE GODS & FEASTING WITH FRIENDS: THE ANCIENT 
MEDITERRANEAN 

Instructor: Philip Harland 


This course explores various dimensions of social and religious life among Greeks, 
Romans and others in the ancient Mediterranean. With the help of both archeological and 
literary sources, we will investigate the concrete ways in which ordinary women and men 
in the ancient world maintained fitting relations with their gods, with their rulers and with 
one another. In the process, we will gain a better understanding of the contexts in which 
early Judaism and Christianity emerged, shedding light on religion and culture at the 
beginning point of western civilization. 
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RELI 325/4 - A (3 credits) M.W. 1445-1600 
PROPHETS, REBELS & SAINTS IN CHRISTIANITY 
Instructor: Philip Harland 


This course investigates the lives of controversial or influential women and men in the 
history of Christianity. The focus of attention this term will be on early Christian martyrs 
(those who willingly suffer death on behalf of a cause) and their legacies. We will 
investigate the origins of the idea of martyrdom within the ancient world, particularly 
within Judaism. Our focus will then turn to early accounts of the persecution and death of 
Christians, including figures such as Perpetua and Polycarp. In the process we will 
consider the ways in which Jesus= crucifixion influenced Christian understandings of 
noble death and how the stories of early Christian martyrs came to play a role in the 
subsequent history of Christianity. 

NOTE:Students who have received credit for RELI 308 may not take this course for 
credit. 


RELI 326/4- A (3 credits) T.J. 1015-1130 
ANCIENT JUDAISM 
Instructor: Dilys Patterson 


This course examines the variety of Judaic expression in the period of Late Antiquity. 
This includes the concepts, institutions and literature of both rabbinic and non-rabbinic 
Judaisms as well as their biblical background. The development of rabbinic systems of 
thought and law, as well as their expression in rabbinic literature will be considered. 


RELI 327/4 — A (3 credits) M.W. 1615-1730 
MEDIEVAL JEWISH THOUGHT & INSTITUTIONS 
Intructor: Ira Robinson 


This course examines the intellectual, religious, and social history of selected Jewish 
communities during the Middle Ages. Both internal Jewish developments and the 
changing relations between Jews and their non-Jewish neighbors are considered. 
Requirements and texts to be announced. 


RELI 328/4 - AA (3 credits) W. 1800-2015 
MODERN JUDAISM 
Instructor: Michael Oppenheim 


This course surveys the major historical events, sociological and political forces, and 
intellectual currents which shaped Judaism in the modern period as well as the ways that 
Jewish communities responded to these forces. Among the topics explored are 
Emancipation, forms of religious adjustment, anti-semitism, the experience of Jewish 
communities in Russia and North America, the Holocaust, and Zionism and the state of 
Israel. 


RELI 338/2 - AA (3 credits) T. 1800-2015 
(cross-listed with Hist 298A/4) 

HOLOCAUST: HISTORICAL CIRCUMSTANCES 

Instructor: Frank Chalk 
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This course examines the historical circumstances that made possible the systematic 
destruction of European Jewry in the years 1939-45, as well as the process of destruction 
and the Jewish and world responses to that destruction. 

NOTE: Students who have received credit for RELI 357 may not take this course for 
credit. 


RELI 341/4 — A (3 credits) M.W. 1445-1600 
HINDU SADHANA: FROM YAJNA TO YOGA 
Instructor: T.S. Rukmani 


Sadhana is a Sanskrit term that, in a religious context, signifies the means that different 
individuals practice in order to come in touch with Divinity. Hinduism has evolved many 
paths to come in touch with the Divine in its long history of development going back to 
over 5000 years. Since Hinduism also does not have one singular concept of the Divine 
we come across a fascinating number of spiritual practices like sacrifices (yajna), 
meditation (upasana), path of knowledge (jnana-marga), path of selfless action (karma- 
marga), path of devotion (bhakti-marga), Yogic Samadhi (eightfold path of Patanjali)etc, 
all followed either singly or ina combined manner, with the sole purpose of realizing that 
Transcendent and Immanent Principle that Hindus designate as Isvara, Rama, Krishna, 
Shiva, Brahman, Shakti, and so on. The aim of the course is to open up new ways of 
understanding Hinduism as a religion and also enable students to appreciate the richness 
and varied approaches to the Divine that Hinduism represents. 


RELI 343/4 - A (3 credits) M.W. 1145-1300 
FROM RAMMOHUN ROY TO GANDHI: THE HINDU RENAISSANCE 
Instructor: TBA 


This course explores how leading modern Hindu thinkers from Rammohun Roy to 
Mahatma Gandhi sought to harmonize such contemporary values as social welfare, 
equality, humanism, and the universality of spiritual experience with parallel antecedents 
in older patterns of Hinduism preserved in Sanskrit texts. 

NOTE: Students who have received credit for RELI 345 may not take this course for 
credit. 


RELI 347/2 - A (3 credits) M.W.1145-1300 
RELIGION AND THE ARTS IN SOUTH AND SOUTH EAST ASIA 
Instructor: TBA 


This course is an introduction to the religious art of South and South East Asia, including 
an examination of Hindu, Buddhist, and Islamic architecture, sculpture, painting and 
performing arts. The course examines the ways in which sacred art is related to myth and 
symbol, religious values and goals, ritual, religious experience, and social and political 
realities. 

NOTE: Students who have received credit for RELI 318 may not take this course for 
credit. 
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RELI 349/4 - A (3 credits) T.J. 1445-1600 
RELIGIONS OF CHINA AND JAPAN 
Instructor: TBA 


This course examines the history of the religious life of the people of China and Japan, 
exploring the interaction of Confucian, Taoist, Buddhist, and Shinto practices and beliefs. 
NOTE: Students who have received credit for RELI 316 may not take this course for 
credit. 


RELI 350/2 - A (3 credits) M.W. 1315-1430 
THERAVADA BUDDHISM 
Instructor: TBA 


This course examines the early history, doctrine, institutions, and practices of Buddhism 
in India, and follows the development of Theravada Buddhism in the countries of 
Southeast Asia up to the present day. 

NOTE: Students who have received credit for RELI 314 may not take this course for 
credit. 


RELI 364/4 - A (3 credits) M.W. 1315-1430 
MAHAYANA BUDDHISM 
Instructor: TBA 


This course studies the origins and evolution of the Mahayana Buddhist in India, and the 
spread and growth of various Mahayana traditions in East Asia. It examines developments 
in texts, doctrine, philosophy, ethical ideals, practices (worship and meditation), and 
institutions. 

NOTE: Students who have received credit for RELI 315 may not take this course for 
credit. 


RELI 368/2 - A (3 credits) T.J. 1315-1430 
RELIGION IN NATIVE TRADITIONS 
Instructor: TBA 


This overview looks at the many diverse religious traditions of the First Nations 
populations in Canada. The course examines the sacred stories, ceremonial patterns, life 
cycle rituals, and religious activities in their varied expressions. Consideration is given to 
the historical interaction of native government with religious practices. 


RELI 371/2 — AA (3 credits) J. 1800-2015 
RELIGION AND HEALING 
Instructor: TBA 


This course looks at the interactions between religious beliefs and practices and healing 
beliefs and practices, both in traditional and contemporary settings. Topics typically 
include examinations of shamanism, folk medicine, spiritual healing, complementary and 
alternative medicine, and the relations between faith and established medical practices. 
Topics are discussed in relation to various religious traditions. 
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RELI 376/2 - A (3 credits) T.J.. 1315-143U 
PSYCHOLOGY OF RELIGION 
Instructor: M. Oppenheim 


This survey looks at various perspectives and methods used in psychology as they are 
relevant to understanding the role and value of religion for the individual. The course 
examines the ideas of such figures as William James, Freud, and Jung, among others, and 
considers such topics as intense religious experience, conversion, images of God, myth 
and symbol, ritual, and religious and moral development. 

NOTE: Students who have received credit for RELI 343 may not take this course for 
credit. 


RELI 376/4 - 01 (3 credits) M.W. 1445-1600 
PSYCHOLOGY OF RELIGION 
Instructor: Donald Boisvert 


This survey looks at various perspectives and methods used in psychology as they are 
relevant to understanding the role and value of religion for the individual. The course 
examines the ideas of such figures as William James, Freud, and Jung, among others, and 
considers such topics as intense religious experience, conversion, images of God, myth 
and symbol, ritual, and religious and moral development. 

NOTE: Students who have received credit for RELI 343 may not take this course for 
credit. 


RELI 378/2 - 01 (3 credits) T.J. 1315-1430 
DEATH AND DYING 
Instructor: Donald Boisvert 


This course provides a comparative perspective on the variety of conceptions and practices 
related to death and dying that are found in different world religions. In addition, the 
course considers how people in contemporary North American society utilize traditional 
religious concepts and rituals, scientific understandings and medical procedures, or 
innovative combinations of ideas and practices to cope with the problem of death. 
NOTE: Students who have received credit for Reli 370 may not take this course for 
credit. 


RELI 378/4 - A (3 credits) T.J. 1445-1600 
DEATH AND DYING 
Instructor: Donald Boisvert 


This course provides a comparative perspective on the variety of conceptions and practices 
related to death and dying that are found in different world religions. In addition, the 
course considers how people in contemporary North American society utilize traditional 
religious concepts and rituals, scientific understandings and medical procedures, or 
innovative combinations of ideas and practices to cope with the problem of death. 
NOTE: Students who have received credit for Reli 370 may not take this course for 
credit. 
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RELI 379A/4 - AA (3 credits) J. 1800-2015 
TOPICS IN THE STUDY OF MYSTICISM 

SPECIAL SUBJECT: HINDU MYSTICISM 

Instructor: TBA 


This course examines the various experiences and practices of Hindu mystics, including a 
consideration of Yoga and of other philosophical, theological, and devotional mystical 
traditions. 

NOTE: Students who have received credit for RELI 307, 317, 344, or 397 may not take 
this course for credit. 


RELI 380/2 - A (3 credits) T.J. 0845-1000 
RELIGION AND SEXUALITY 
Instructor: Donald Boisvert 


This course examines, from a comparative and historical perspective, the interplay 
between religion and sexuality. It looks at the development of attitudes towards sexuality 
within diverse religious traditions, and religious manifestations of sexuality. Topics 
include, among others: human reproduction, gender roles and identity, birth control, 
abortion, celibacy, sexual variance, and homosexuality. 

NOTE: Students who have received credit for RELI 335 may not take this course for 
credit. 


RELI 383/2 - AA (3 credits) W.1800-2015 
WOMEN AND RELIGION: ISLAM 
Instructor: Lynda Clarke 


The course explores past and present debates among Muslims about the ideal status of 
women in Islam. The historical and textual background — the material of the debate — is 
examined first. The class will then consider how a variety of discourses, ranging from 
conservative to Muslim-feminist, treat and manipulate this material. 


RELI 398D/2 - A (3 credits) M.W. 1615-1730 
SELECTED TOPICS IN RELIGION 

SPECIAL SUBJECT: PILGRIMAGE 

Instructor: Donald Boisvert 


Pilgrimages have long been a significant feature of the world's major religious traditions. 
At once a physical journey and an internal spiritual voyage, the pilgrimage plays upon 
notions of sacred space and time. It also contains rich elements of ritual and expectations 
of individual religious transformation. This course will explore pilgrimage from the 
perspective of different religious traditions, sociologically and historically. A visit to a 
pilgrimage site will be organized. 


RELI 398F/4 - AA (3 credits) M. 1800-2015 
SELECTED TOPICS IN RELIGION 

SPECIAL SUBJECT: THE MONTREAL YIDDISH EXPERIENCE 

Instructor: TBA 


This course will present an overview of Yiddish culture in Montreal. It will examine the 
individuals and institutions that were key to the development of Yiddish culture, while 
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focusing on the following topics: history; the Yiddish press; schools; the Jewish Public 
Library; literature; the Yiddish theatre. No knowledge of Yiddish is required. The 
course will include visits by guest speakers, alongside the course lectures and 
discussions. 


RELI 398G/2- A (3 credits) T.J.1145-1300 
SELECTED TOPICS IN RELIGION 

SPECIAL SUBJECT: FOOD AND RELIGION 

Instructor: Norma Joseph/Leslie Orr 


What we eat and how we eat make us what we are. In this course, the examination of 
food cultures and food rituals will allow us to explore religious meanings and the making 
of religious identities. The preparing and sharing of food defines religious community and 
expresses religious values. Feasts and fasts, food offerings and food prohibitions, 
hospitality and sacrifice present us with a vast array of opportunities to gain insight into 
human creativity and religious sensibility. In looking at food in several world religions, 
this course will focus particularly on how food can serve as a medium of transmission and 
transaction, and on the roles that women and men, gods and ancestors, and other beings 


and forces have in this network. 


RELI 398H/2 - A (3 credits) M.W. 1015-1130 
SELECTED TOPICS IN RELIGION 

SPECIAL SUBJECT: TAOISM 

Instructor: TBA 


_ This course will explore the various expressions of the Chinese Taoist tradition. Among 
the topics to be considered are Taoist cosmology and philosophy; the origins, beliefs, and 
practices of the Taoist religion, with its priesthoods and complex body of rituals; and the 
esoteric regimens of meditation and alchemy. 


RELI 398Y/2 - A (3 credits) T.J. 1445-1600 
SELECTED TOPICS IN RELIGION 

SPECIAL SUBJECT: ETHICS, POLITICS AND THE JEWISH COMMUNITY 
Instructor: Norman Ravvin 


A typical approach to Canadian Jewish Studies is to consider how Canada's Jewish 
communities have been acted upon by the mainstream -- this entails a study of 
assimilation, adaptation, and acculturation. But by viewing the field from a reverse 
position, we can examine the way the Jewish presence in Canada has changed the 
mainstream. From this perspective issues such as nationalism, pluralism, human rights, 
the role of religion in daily life, Canada's myth of itself as a moral nation, and the idea of 
a national literature can all be seen in a new light. To do so we will read history, novels, 
biography, government policy, and other texts. Students with a range of backgrounds, 
interested in minority cultures, multiculturalism, nation-building, Canadian literature, as 
well as Jewish Studies will find this course useful. 
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RELI 406/4 - A (3 credits) T.J. 1145-1300 
FEMINIST HERMENEUTICS AND SCRIPTURE 
Instructor: Norma Joseph/Leslie Orr 


This feminist critical reading of sacred texts focuses on rediscovering women and the 
politics of identity construction in holy scriptures. It will provide students with the 
opportunity to examine issues of gender and religion, and of translation and interpretation, 
using primary texts, and to develop a critical analysis within the framework of the study 
of religion and society. The course will especially focus on questions of the use, 
interpretation, and definition of scripture within the Jewish, Hindu, and Buddhist 
traditions, and the significance of these questions for women and for feminist religiosity. 
Note: Students who have received credit for RELI 394B may not take this 

course for credit. 


RELI 409/4 - A (3 credits) T.J. 1315-1430 
METHODOLOGY AND THE STUDY OF RELIGION 

Prerequisite: Permission of the Department 

Instructor: Michael Oppenheim 


This class will introduce students to the major perspectives in the contemporary study of 
Religion. The lectures will present a historical and thematic treatment of the ways 
Religion has been studied from its beginning as a discipline to the present time. The texts 
will explore the contemporary terrain in terms of insights emerging from anthropological 
studies, hermeneutical studies, and debates in cultural studies. Current scholars of 
Religion will also be invited to share their experiences and research. 


RELI 498B/2 - AA (3 credits) T. 1800-2015 
ADVANCED TOPICS IN RELIGION 

SPECIAL SUBJECT: MODERN JEWISH PHILOSOPHY 

Prerequisite: Permission of the Department 

Instructor: Michael Oppenheim 


This course will explore some of the most significant directions in modern Jewish 
philosophy. The philosophers and areas to be studied are the sources for many of the 
constructive discussions of Jewish philosophy that are found in the contemporary period. 
The subjects will include: philosophers of dialogue or speech (Martin Buber and Franz 
Rosenzweig), Emmanuel Levinas and his contribution to post-modern Jewish philosophy, 
and the challenges and insights of feminist Jewish philosophy. 


This course is a seminar-format course in which both upper-level undergraduate and 
graduate students will be participating. 


RELI 498D/4 - AA (3 credits) W. 2030-2245 
ADVANCED TOPICS IN RELIGION 

SPECIAL SUBJECT: HINDUISM - TBA 

Prerequisite: Permission of the Department 

Instructor: TBA 

Special topic to be announced. 

This course is a seminar-format course in which both upper-level undergraduate and 
graduate students will be participating. 
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RELI 498K/4 - AA (3 credits) T. 1800-2015 
ADVANCED TOPICS IN RELIGION 

SPECIAL SUBJECT: HASIDISM 

Prerequisite: Permission of the Department 

Instructor: Ira Robinson 


This course will examine the Judaic religious movement known as Hasidism from its 
eighteenth century origins until the present. The intellectual history of the movement will 
be detailed in relation to the development of the Judaic mystical tradition of kabbala. As 
well, the social dynamics of the movement, both in its original Eastern European 
environment as well as in contemporary Israel and North America will be analysed. 
NOTE: Students who have received credit for RELI 398Z may not take this course for 
credit. 


This course is a seminar-format course in which both upper-level undergraduate and 
graduate students will be participating. 


RELI 498Z/2 - AA (3 credits) J. 1800-2015 
ADVANCED TOPICS IN RELIGION 

SPECIAL SUBJECT: TIBETAN BUDDHISM 

Prerequisite: Permission of the Department 

Instructor: TBA 


This course examines the history of Tibetan Buddhism from earliest times to the present. 
We will explore the diversity of the tradition's practices and the evolution of its monastic 
and political institutions and Tantric teaching lineages by considering various aspects, 
including: cosmological schemes; the biographies of accomplished practitioners; rituals, 
prayers, and pilgrimage; and systems of monastic training and Tantric initiation. 


This course is a seminar-format course in which both upper-level undergraduate and 
graduate students will be participating. 
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